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Rainforest Depletion


“Rainforests once covered 14% of the Earth’s land surface; now they cover a mere 6%.”The rainforest is rapidly being lost every day, “one and one-half acres of rainforest are lost every second, we are wiping out animals, plants, and if you believe in global warming increasing that problem more and more. Many of the plants we are killing could be vital to curing diseases; the depletion of the forest may even lead to bigger consequences than just global warming. 


“Experts Estimate that we are losing 137 plants, animal and insect species every single day due to rainforest deforestation.” “That equates to 50,000 species a year.”” More than 25 percent of the medicines we use today come from plants originating in rainforests, and these plants make up only a tiny fraction of the total collection of rainforest species. Fewer than 1 percent of rainforest plants have been examined for their medicinal properties. It is extremely likely that our best shot at curing cancer, AIDS and many other debilitating diseases lies somewhere in the world's diminishing rainforest.” “Rainforests are home to the majority of animal species in the world. And a great number of species, who now live in other environments, including humans, originally inhabited the rainforests. Researchers estimate that in a large rainforest area, there may be more than 10-million different animal species.”

“The Amazon Basin’s trees hold carbon stocks equivalent to more than a decade of global fossil fuel emissions. Reductions in rainfall can affect Amazon forests by increasing tree mortality, but also increasing there susceptibility to fire. The initial fire kills trees, increasing the likeness of subsequent fires for years afterward. “Another reason that decreasing the rainforest and the negative effects of global warming is that “the Amazon rainforest has been described as the lungs of our planet because it provides the essential environmental world service of continuously recycling carbon dioxide into oxygen. More than 20 percent of the world oxygen is produced in the Amazon rainforest.”

While the loss of animal species and global warming doesn’t may not concern most individuals, diminishing food sources certainly should.  “At least 80% of the developed world’s diet originated in the tropical rainforest. It’s bountiful gifts to the world include fruits like avocados,coconuts,figs,oranges, lemons, grapefruit, bananas, guavas, pineapples, mangos and tomatoes: vegetables including corn, potatoes, rice, winter squash and yams: spices like black pepper, cayenne, chocolate, cinnamon, cloves,  ginger, sugar cane ,etc. We use 200 of these 3000 fruits found in the rainforest the natives use over 2000.”Of the plants found there “the U.S. National Cancer Institute has identified 3000 plants that are active against cancer cells.70% of these plants are found in the rainforest.”

It seems extremely evident that we need to preserve our rainforests in order to prevent global warming and to cure the diseases that greatly inflict the world. We wouldn’t want our greed to be the cause of the extinction of many animals and plants essential to our lives.
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